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For  the  year  1937. 


LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937. 

The  Report  is  an  Ordinary  Report  and  not  a survey  and 
is  set  out  in  accordance  with  the  schedule  laid  down  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1650. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  serious  epidemic 
and  the  returns  of  Infectious  Diseases  shew  a decrease  upon 
the  previous  year. 

An  event  of  outstanding  importance  wms  the  completion 
of  the  Water  Scheme  for  the  Western  portion  of  the  District. 

1 am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  a definite  attack 
has  been  made  upon  the  arrears  of  work  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  and  very  considerable  headw^ay  has  been  made 

I hope  that  by  the  end  of  1938  the  Council  will  be  in 
possession  of  a detailed  survey  of  the  district  and  that  the 
major  part  of  the  work  of  inspection  and  scheduling  of  the 
more  populous  areas  will  have  been  completed. 
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1 would  remind  the  Council  that  there  is  one  other  major 
necessity  which  1 hope  will  be  given  their  earnest  considera- 
tion in  the  very  near  future.  I refer  to  the  need  of  a Sewer- 
age Scheme  and  1 am  convinced  that  such  a scheme  becomes 
daily  more  urgent. 

Before  proceeding  to  a more  detailed  and  statistical 
report  I should  like  to  place  on  record  my  very  sincere  appre- 
ciation of  the  excellent  work  done  during  the  year  by  your 
Housing  Inspector  and  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  E.  Shaw  and  also 
by  his  very  able  assistant  Mr.  Luker.  I feel'sure  that  in  the 
hands  of  this  very  capable  staff  the  Sanitary  and  Housing 
work  of  the  District  will  be  rapidly  brought  up  to  date  and 
detailed  records  will  be  available. 

I can  assure  the  Council  that  1 personally  have  spared 
no  efforts  in  assisting  the  work  and  that  as  a team  we  are 
determined  to  complete  the  job  as  quickly  and  as  thoroughly 
as  we  can. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  = 41133 

Registrar  Ceneral’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population 
Mid.  1937:  ir)83(). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to 
Rnte  books  : 4742. 

Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
£63287  and  £256  respectively. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  CHIEF  INDUSTRIES  AND  THE 
EXTENT  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT. 


Conditions  remain  much  the  same  as  for  many  years 
past.  There  is  no  new  Industi’y  in  the  district  but  the  estab- 
lished ones  continue  as  before.  Chief  among  them  may  be 
mentioned,  Agriculture,  Coal  Mining,  Quarrying,  Boot  Making, 
Printing.  Of  late  years  there  has  been  a considerable  amount 
of  House  Building  and  this  should  continue  at  any  rate  for 
some  time. 

The  completion  of  the  Water  scheme  caused  some  tem- 
porary increase  in  unemployment.  There  are  still  a number 
of  men  living  in  the  district  who  go  long  distances  daily  to 
. places  outside  the  area  to  work. 

In  my  opinion  the  amount  of  unemployment  remains 
much  the  same  as  in  1936. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 
Live  Births  : 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  ._...  223 

114 

109 

Illegitimate  6 

3 

3 

229 

117 

112 

Birth  Rate  jjer  1000  of  the  Population 

14.46 

Still  Births  : 


Total 

Male 

Pemale 

Legitimate 

8 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 

9 

4 

5 

Rate  of  Still  Births  per  1000  Births  39.30 

Deaths  from  all  Causes : 

Total 

Male 

Pemale 

Death  Rate  per  1000  Population 

226 

14.27 

119 

107 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes : 

Prom  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Prom  other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1000  Births  4.36. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : 

Legitimate 

16 

8 

8 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

16 

8 

8 

Death  Rate  of  all  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  Live 
Births  69.86. 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legitimate 


Live  Births  69.86. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  35 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  Population  .12 
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Comparision  between  Vital  Statistics  obtaining  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  and  those  of  the  Glutton  Rural  District  per  • 
1000  Population. 


England  & 

Glutton 

Wales 

R.D.G. 

Births,  Live 

14.9 

14.46 

Births,  Still 

60 

.56 

Deaths,  all  causes 

12.4 

14.27 

Deaths,  under  1 year 

58.0 

69.86 
per  1000 
Live  Births 

Maternal  Mortality 

3.11 

4.20 
per  1000 
Total  Births. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Gauses  of  Death : 

Cause  of  Death  Male  Female 

Total 

Cancer 

13 

22 

35 

Syphilis 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

6 

3 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

2 

8 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

10 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

1 

4 

Heart  Disease 

32 

30 

62 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

2 

9 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

7 

11 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

6 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Violence 

6 

2 

8 

Senility  ’ 

3 

8 

11 

Premature  Birth,  etc. 

2 

7 

9 

Puerperal  Disease 

0 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

7 

1 

8 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

11 

6 

17 

Total  119 

107 

226 
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SECTION  B. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health -Dr.  R.  V.  Brew,  Chew  Magna. 

Sanitaiy  Inspecdor:  Mr.  Thomas,  Norton  Malreward. 

Housing  Inspector  and  AVater  Engineer  : Mr.  E.  Shaw. 

Pensford. 

Assistant  Housing  Inspector  : Mr.  Luker,  Temple  Cloud. 

Mr.  Thomas  retired  on  December  31st,  1937. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  elected  Chief  Sanitary  and  Housing  In- 
spector and  Water  Engineer  from  that  date. 

Mr.  Luker  remains  as  his  Assistant. 

It  was  decided  to  obtain  fuidher  assistance  for  Mi-.  Shaw 
in  the  form  of  an  Additional  Assistant  Inspector  and  also  to 
provide  him  with  clerical  hel]i.  Miss  C3iurch  of  Stanton 
Drew  was  selected  to  act  as  Typist  to  Mr.  Shaw  and  his  staff. 

As  stated  elsewhere  in  my  report,  this  staff'  is  doing  great 
work,  but  having  absolutely  no  records  for  reference  they  have 
had  to  make  a fresh  start  and  have  a vast  amount  of  arrears  to 
catch  up. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  time  an  up-to-date  office  system  will 
be  evolved,  complete  with  all  necessary  records  tabulated  and 
filed  for  reference. 

Hospital,  Ambulance  and  Laboratory  Facilities  remain 
as  in  previous  years.  1 cannot  improve  upon  my  statement 
in  the  Report  for  1936,  that  they  are  in  every  way  adequate  and 
of  immeasurable  service  to  the  people  in  the  area. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER. 

The  new  scheme  for  a Public  Water  Supply  to  the  Wes- 
tern and  Northern  portions  of  the  Di.strict  was  put  into  full 
operation  in  March  1937.  It  had  ])een  eagerly  awaited  and 

proved  to  be  of  gi-eat  value  during  the  dry  .summer  which 
followed. 
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There  are  still  some  areas  which  have  not  been  supplied 
and  schemes  for  extensions  to  these  areas  have  been  submitted 
to  the  County  Council  for  their  approval.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
their  consent  will  be  obtained  and  that  these  areas  shall  have 
available  facilities  for  obtaining  a pure  and  abundant  supply 
similar  to  those  already  being  enjoyed  by  their  more  fortunate 
fellow  parishioners.  1 feel  that  since  water  is  now  available,  no 
reasonable  expense  should  be  spared  in  serving  all  areas  alike 
regardless  of  the  actual  number  of  inhabitants  in  any  given 
area ; for  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  near  presence  of  a 
watei'  main  is  a very  great  incentive  to  private  individuals  to 
build  houses  somewhere  along  its  course.  Moreover  without 
water  no  district  is  likely  to  expand  in  the  future. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  numerous  springs,  at  Pitt 
Farm,  East  Harptree,  and  from  Townsend  Spring,  below  the 
same  village.  It  is  stored  in  a reservoir  above  the  village  and 
thence  runs  by  gravity  to  all  points  of  the  system. 

Every  spring  or  individual  source  of  water  is  visited  and 
examined  at  very  frequent  intervals  and  samples  are  sent  away 
for  Pacteriological  Analysis,  approximately  every  two  weeks. 

No  spring  has  been  joined  into  the  Public  Supply  until 
the  Analyst’s  report  is  entirely  satisfactory,  and  if  at  any  time 
there  should  be  an  adverse  rejDort  upon  any  individual  sample, 
it  is  a simple  matter  to  cut  that  source  out  of  the  supply  until 
repeated  tests  .shew  that  the  trouble  has  been  overcome. 

I wish  to  emiihasize  the  fact  that  every  jiossible  care  is 
takmi  by  the  Public  Health  Staff  to  ensure  that  the  purity  of 
the  Public  supply  is  maintained. 

I also  express  here  the  earnest  hope  that  all  owners  of 
house  property  in  the  district  will  now  install  the  water  inside 
their  houses  for  the  greater  comfort  and  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

It  is  also  to  be  hoped  that  full  use  will  be  iuade  of  the 
.supi)ly  for  Farm  Buildings  and  Lands,  and  that  most  of  the  old 
and  insanitary  ponds  will  become  things  of  the  past. 

:) 


Ill  areas  where  the  Public  Supply  is  available  there  is  no 
longer  any  excuse  for  continuing  to  use  water  from  polluted 
wells,  streams,  etc. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

'I'lie  old  methods  still  obtain. 

The  advent  of  the  water  sipijily  has  already  exaggcratetl 
the  existing  nuisance  and  as  the  number  of  consumers  of  water 
inci’eases  so  will  the  need  increase  for  a Public  Sewerage 
Scheme  for  the  whole  district. 

Conditions  are  already  very  bad  but  they  are  i-apidly 
getting  worse  and  it  is  imperative  that  in  the  near  future  this 
problem  be  taken  in  hand. 

The  Report  of  the  Engineers  is  said  to  be  almost  pre- 
pared and  I hope  it  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council  in  the  near 
future. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

I have  nothing  fresh  to  report  under  this  heading.  They 
are  still  polluted  by  a vast  amount  of  sewage  emptying  along 
their  course  and  they  are  still  used  as  a dumping  ground  for 
all  manner  and  kind  of  refuse. 

During  the  year  1 have  visited  and  reported  upon  the 
condition  of  the  brooks  at  Farmborough  and  Chilcompton.  Both 
were  found  to  be  in  a foul  condition  and  I recommended  that 
they  should  be  cleaned  out.  1 understand  that  this  is  shortly 
to  be  done  in  both  cases. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

No  improvement;  and  it  is  difficult  to  visualize  any  until 
the  advent  of  the  Sewerage  Scheme. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

No  alteration  in  existing  arrangements. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

This  has  been  carried  out  as  in  the  past. 

Complaints  and  repoids  of  nuisances  have  been  investi- 
gated and  where  possible  have  been  corrected. 
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I have  asked  the  retiring  Inspector  for  his  report  and 
hope  to  append  it. 

SCHOOLS 

There  has  been  no  alteration. 

The  Buildings  are  maintained  in  good  repair  and  the 
Sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supplies  are  as  good  as  can 
be  obtained  in  each  area. 

There  is  talk  of  further  building  in  the  near  future  of 
new  schools  to  house  senior  scholars,  but  1 have  no  definite 
information  on  the  matter. 

Routine  Medical,  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  Inspections  and 
treatment  are  carried  out  by  County  Council  Officers. 

School  Closure,  in  the  case  of  epidemics,  is  controlled 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  capacity  of 
Chief  School  Medical  Officer. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Dui'ing  the  year  one  case  of  nuisance  occurred. 

'Ihe  owners  of  the  Colliery  Chimney  involved  were  inter- 
viewed and  undertook  to  carry  out  alterations  and  also  to  ex- 
periment with  different  fuels  with  a view  to  abating  the 
nuisance. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

I said  ill  my  rejiort  for  1936  that  with  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Shaw  as  Housing  Inspector,  I hoped  to  be  able  to  report 
better  jirogress  during  the  ensuing  year. 

I have  now  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  we  have  made 
very  considerable  progress  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  1937 
and  are  well  on  the  way  to  getting  the  whole  problem  well  un- 
der control. 

During  the  first  portion  of  his  term  of  office,  Mr.  Shaw 
undertook  the  completion  of  the  overcrowding  survey  as  figures 
were  urgently  needed  by  the  Ministry  and  up  to  that  date  no 
reliable  ones  were  available. 
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Having  conii)leted  this  work,  Mr.  !Shaw  now  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Luker, turned  his  attention  to  work  under  the 
Housing  Act  of  1936  in  relation  to  Slum  Clearance. 

During  the  year  inspections  have  been  made  in  several 
of  the  more  populous  areas,  chief  among  them  being  Paulton 
and  by  the  end  of  1937  we  had  completed  an  exhaustive  survey 
of  that  town  as  well  as  certain  smaller  areas  at  Timsbury,  Chil- 
compton,  Ubley,  Litton,  Breach  Hill  and  Stowey  Bottom. 


Eight  Clearance  Orders  were  made  relating  to : 

Newtown,  Paulton. 

Quarry  Place,  Paulton. 

North  Road,  Timsbury. 

Brittania  Yard,  Chilcompton. 

Ford,  Litton. 

Ubley  Sidelands. 

Breach  Hill,  Chew  Stoke 
and 

Stowey  Bottom. 

On  November  10th,  1937,  a Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry 
was  held  in  the  Board  Room  at  Temple  Cloud  and  owing  to  a 
technical  or  clerical  error,  (not  the  fault  of  yoin-  officials),  the 
Ford  Litton  Clearance  Order  was  struck  out. 

Subsequently  the  remaining  7 Clearance  Orders  were 
confirmed  by  the  Minister. 

The  number  of  houses  concerned  was  59 

The  number  of  houses  demolished  (by  owners)  was  2 

Before  the  Inquiry  and  since  that  date  we  have  inspected 
and  recommended  for  clearance  orders  a vast  number  of  dwell- 
ings in  other  districts  of  Paulton  and  in  other  parishes. 

Details  of  this  work  will  appear  in  the  report  for  1938, 
since  no  further  inquiries  have  been  held  during  the  period 
under  review. 
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I would  like  once  more  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  work  of  the  staff  in  connection  with  this  arduous  task.  I 
have  myself  inspected  every  house  on  one  or  more  occasions 
and  we  have  been  most  ably  backed  by  the  Housing  Committee 
who  have  also  visited  the  i)remises  and  conferred  with  us  upon 
the  actual  sites. 

Details  of  work  done  are  appended  in  the  form  of  ques- 
tionaire  set  out  by  the  Ministry. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  252 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ......  336 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above  which  were  inspec- 
ted and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 


solidated Regulations,]  925  188 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  254 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  183 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  69 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  47 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

(a) — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
1 lousing  Act,  1936  : 


(1) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  re- 
pairs   Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  Nil 

(b)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  13 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  0 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 

(d)  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Acts,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  0 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 

or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  0 

Clearance  Orders  made  7 

Clearance  Orders  confirmed  7 

Number  of  houses  involved  59 

Number  of  houses  demolished  2 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  46 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  48 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  328 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  0 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ......  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  10 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  0 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrow- 

ding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desir- 
able to  report 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

This  is  as  in  the  past,  both  abundant  and  of  excellent 
quality.  The  past  year  has  seen  a continuance  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  both  produced  and 
sold.  There  is  a marked  improvement  in  the  method  of 
retailing  milk  and  the  system  of  sealed  bottles  is  rapidly  gain- 
ing ground.  In  my  opinion  this  method  should  be  compulsory 
and  the  only  one  allowed. 

Conditions  in  Cowsheds  and  yards  are  continually  im- 
proving and  it  is  hoped  that  the  advent  of  the  public  water 
supply  will  allow  of  even  greater  efforts  towards  cleanliness. 

The  work  of  supervising,  inspecting,  registering  and 
sampling  all  sources  of  milk  supply  in  the  area  is  increasing 
each  year.  Details  of  visits  and  results  af  Analyses  must  be 
entered  in  the  registers  and  defects  must  be  noted  and  cor- 
rected. 

Many  and  frequent  visits  are  paid  throughout  the  year 
and  it  is  the  earnest  endeavour  of  your  staff  to  ensure  a supply 
of  pure  milk  to  the  public. 

Details  of  the  number  of  Producers  and  Producer-Re- 
tailers appear  in  the  report  of  the  Inspector. 

Meat  and  other  foods. 

Inspections  are  frequently  made  and  any  defects  of 
l)remises  are  remedied.  Slaughter-houses  are  visited  at  fre- 
(luent  intervals  and  are  maintained  in  a state  of  good  repair 
and  cleanliness. 

Diseased  meat  or  Bad  Foodstuffs  where  found  are  seized 
and  destroyed. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

()nce  again  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  a year 
singularly  free  from  epidemics  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 
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There  have  been  epidemics  af  Non-Notihable  Diseases 
such  as  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps,  but  these  being 
usually  of  mild  type,  do  not  call  for  any  special  mention. 

I append  a list  of  actual  notifications  received  by  me — 


Total 

cases 

Total  eases  ad- 
mitted to  Iso- 

Total 

N()tifie<l 

lation  Hospital 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

29 

0 

8 

Erysipelas 

J 

0 

0 

Polio  Encephalitis 

1 

0 

0 

Polio  Myelitis 

1 

0 

0 

Dysentry 

1 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

17 

0 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  9 

0 

7 

— 

— 

— 

69 

18 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  is  12  below  that 

for  the  preceding  year  and 

is  made  up  largely  of  two  main  diseases : Pneumonia  29 ; Scar- 
let Fever  22.  The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were,  I think,  the  tail 
end  of  the  epidemic  which  in  1936  gave  a total  of  48  cases 
notified. 

Tuberculosis. 

Details  of  cases  notified. 


Male,  Pulmonary  3 

Female,  Pulmonary  4 

Non-Pulmonary,  Male  1 

Non-Pulmonary,  Female  1 


Total  9 


Tuberculosis  Register. 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  December 
31st,  1937  was: 

Male  45  Female  60  Total  105 

I have  the  honour  to  remain  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  V.  BREAV,  M.B.,  B.S. 

M.O.H. 
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Rural  District  Council  of  Glutton 


Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Annual  Report  for  1937. 

Temple  Cloud, 

25th  May,  1938. 

To  the  Chaitnian  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Glutton. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

[ herewith  present  the  annual  report  and  summary  of 
the  sanitary  conditions  and  work  carried  out  in  the  Health 
department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,1937. 

The  larger  part  of  the  work  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  M.  J. 
Thomas  who  resigned  from  the  position  of  Sanitary  Inspector 
at  the  end  of  December  and  from  whose  records  the  following 
particulars  have  been  extracted. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses : 4742. 

Population  of  the  district : 15830. 

Area  of  the  district  in  acres:  41133. 

COMPLAINTS  OF  NUISANCES  AND 
SANITARY  DEFECTS. 

Complaints  made  during  the  year  under  this  head, 
amounted  to  41.  These  consisted  chiefly  of  house  defects, 
including  defective  and  choked  drains,  gullies,  W.C.’s, 
cesspools,  etc.  The  same  action  as  hitherto  was  adopted ; each 
case  being  duly  investigated  and  in  cases  where  your  Authority 
had  power  to  take  action  against  the  party  responsible,  the 
necessary  steps  were  taken  in  order  to  have  the  trouble 
remedied. 
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Some  cases  were  of  such  a nature  that  upon  inquiry,  they 

were  found  to  be  of  a private  character,  and,  consequently  did 
not  call  for  any  action  on  the  part  of  your  Authority. 

NUISANCES  GENERALLY. 

For  the  purpose  of  detecting,  or  ascertaining  the  exis- 
tence of  nuisances,  inspections  and  re-inspections,  amounting  to 
124  were  made  during  the  year. 

Of  this  number  69  nuisances  were  found  and  dealt  with ; 
27  informal  notices  being  served  upon  the  persons  responsible, 
to  secure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  matters  dealt  with 
under  this  category,  viz : — 

Defective  and  choked  drains  43 

Cesspools  defective  and  overflowing  ......  14 

Miscellaneous  ......  12 


Total  69 


NEW  HOUSES  CONSTRUCTED. 


Houses  erected  during  the  year  are  enumerated  as 


follows,  viz : — 


(1)  With  State  assistance: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


Nil 

Nil 


(2)  Otherwise: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


28 

18 


Total  46 
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HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 


The  full  details  of  the  work  done  under  this  heading 
have  been  fully  described  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
lvei)ort,  thei-efore  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  include  it  here. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council’s  Chew  Magna,  etc.  water  supply  scheme 
was  brought  into  operation  early  in  1937. 

46.14  miles  of  mains  from  8"  to  1"  diameter  laid  complete 
with  Fire  Hydrants  and  fittings  in  14  parishes  with  a popula- 
tion of  approximately  6,500  j)ersons. 

Area  nearly  46  square  miles. 

Reservoir  at  Pitt  Farm,  East  Harptree,  of  75,000  gallons 
capacity  and  Townsend  84,000  gallons  capacity. 

Elevated  Service  Re.servoir  at  Chew  Hill,  Chew  Magna, 
of  60,000  gallons  capacity,  completed. 

Pumping  station  at  Townsend  East  Harptree,  with  two 
oil  driven  engines,  driving  two  Centifrugal  pumps,  each  having 
a capacity  of  10,000  gallons  per  hour,  with  level  recording 
indicator,  comj)ressor,  etc. 


SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Council  have  under  serious  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  sewering  the  whole  of  their  district,  and  a firm  of  Civil 
Engineers  have  been  engaged  for  preparing  a preliminary 
scheme  to  lay  before  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

This  scheme  is  neai'ing  completion  and  it  is  ex])ected  to 
be  ready  early  in  1938. 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

1.  An  iiupiiry  was  held  by  an  Insi)ector  of  the  IMinistry 
of  Health  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  for  Clearance  Area 
purposes. 
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SCHOOLS,  GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 


Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  two  of  the  schools  in  the 
district,  where  the  water  supply  was  found  to  be  deficient 
iiew  sup])lies  wore  ])rovided  direct  from  the  new  main  water 
sui)ply  of  the  district. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  reniaining  schools 
and  the  existing  sanitation  was  found  to  be  kept  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 


WATER  CERTIFICATES. 

During  the  year  33  water  certificates,  under  the  Public 
Health  Water  Act,  1878,  were  granted  by  your  Council  in 
respect  of  private  houses  erected  in  your  district. 


WATER  SAMPLES  FOR  ANALYSIS. 

During  the  year  23  sami)les  were  collected  and  forwar- 
ded to  the  County  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  examination. 
By  arrangement  with  your  Council  these  analyses  are  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council. 


SCAVENGING  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

\'ery  good  progress  is  maintained  in  the  service  of  house 
refuse  collections,  and  it  is  satisfactory  again  to  note  that  two 
more  parishes  have  ben  brought  under  this  scheme,  viz: — 
Compton  Martin  and  Ubley.  This  brings  the  total  to  16 
pai'ishes  where  scavenging  has  been  intj'oduc.ed  in  your  district. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
to  the  Health  Department,  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  Drew,  for  attention,  viz: — 


Total  eases 


Disease  notified 

Erysii)elas  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Puerperal  Fever  1 

Diphtheria  2 

Dysentry  1 

Scarlet  Fever  22 

Pnuemonia  29 

Acute  Polio  Myelitis  1 

Acute  Polio  Encephalitis  1 

Tuberculosis : 

Non-Pulmonary  2 

Pulmonary  7 


Crises  admitted 
to  Isolation 
1 iospital 


1 

17 


69  18 


JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  this  Institution  maintains  a 
good  service  and  that  an  increasing  percentage  of  the  patients 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  being  treated  here.  It 
will  ])e  observed  by  the  foregoing  table  that  out  of  the  total 
number  of  Scarlet  Fever  (22),  only  five  of  these  patients  were 
treated  at  their  homes. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES. 

43  inquiries  were  made  upon  removal  of  patients  to  Hos- 
pital and  54  rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year ; including 
two  for  Cancer. 
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I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  reiterate  the  procedure 
adopted  when  patients  are  attended  at  their  homes,  but,  pri- 
marily every  attention  is  given  to  the  exclusion  of  children  of 
school  age,  from  attending  school  for  the  recognised  period 
of  incubation  of  the  particular  infection. 

The  premises  also,  in  all  cases,  are  carefully  inspected 
as  to  sanitary  conditions  and  notice  given  to  the  person  re- 
sponsible of  any  defects  found  to  exist. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

Periodical  inspections  are  made  and  two  complaints  re- 
ceived had  immediate  attention  upon  notice  being  served. 

Inspections  of  these  premises  is  in  the  hands  of  IT.M.  In- 
spectors of  Factories,  but,  any  act,  or  default  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  is  referred  by  them  to  your  Council  for  attention. 
Workshops. 

The  number  of  workshops  now  on  the  Register  is  115 
( inclusive  of  Bakehouses)  and  regular  inspection  of  these  are 
also  carried  out. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  15  on  the  Register,  and  no  underground  Bake- 
houses exist  in  your  area. 

These  premises  are  periodically  inspected  and  one  notice 
was  served.  On  the  whole  these  premises  are  kept  in  very 
good  condition  and  limewashed  as  required  by  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  Slaughterhouses  on 
the  Register,  being  14  registered  and  7 licensed.  One  ‘licensed’ 
premises  was  cancelled  during  the  yea^’. 

The  Slaughterhouses  and  ButcluU's’  shops  receive  regular 
visits  and  during  the  year  178  visitations  wei'e  made  of  slaugh- 
terhouses. 

Private  killing  of  pigs  has  practically  disappeared  since 
I lie  introductinn  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 


24 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Two  licenses  were  issued  under  this  Act  during  the  year, 
the  number  of  Slaughtermeii  licensed  beijig  45. 

MEAT  CONDEMNED. 

During  the  year  252  lbs  of  meat  and  31  lbs  of  offal 
was  condemned  and  destroyed,  as  being  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES 

One  license  only  was  granted  to  a milk  producer  during 
the  year. 

The  following  are  the  total  number  of  Producers  and 
Retailers  appearing  in  the  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year,  viz: 


Number  of  Producers  472 

Number  of  Distributors  or  Retailers  divided 
as  follows: — 

Distributors  who  are  Producers  131 

Distributors  only  29 


Total  160 

The  number  of  licenses  granted  by  your  Council  for 


“Specialised”  milk  are  as  follows : — 

“Pasteurised”  milk  Producer  1 

“Pasteurised”  milk  Seller  I 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  bottled  off  premises  1 


The  number  of  Producers  holding  licenses  granted  through 
the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council  are  as  follows. 


viz : — 

Grade  A (Accredited)  milk  48 

Grade  A Tuberculin  tested)  milk  16 
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Milk  Samples. 

Tabulated  below  is  a number  of  samples  of  milk  collected 
in  your  District  during  the  year,  under  the  different  heads 
mentioned,  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  the  appro- 


priate examination,  viz: — 

Ordinary  milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  test  15 

Grade  A (Accredited)  milk  150 

Grade  A (Tuberculin  tested)  milk  96 

“Pasteurised”  milk  1 

Total  262 


148  visits  and  revisits  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were 

made  during  the  year,  and  the  Chew  Stoke  Milk  Depot  is 
frequently  inspected. 

.Very  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  to 
to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced,  and 
appended  hereunder  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out,  viz : 


New  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  3 

New  floors  to  Cowsheds  6 

New  drainage  to  Cowsheds  2 

Yards  concreted  ..  o 


26 


Surveyor’s  Report. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  were  approved  by  your  Council  and  the  following 
new  houses  were  erected  in  the  District  during  the  year,  viz : — 


(I)  With  State  assistance: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  Nil 

(11)  Without  State  assistance: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  28 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  18 

Total  46 

The  houses  built  by  your  Local  Authority  were  distri- 
buted over  the  various  Parishes  as  follows,  viz: — Cameley  8 
Chew  Magna  12.’ 


Through  the  introduction  of  various  restrictions  and 
Regulations  in  connection  with  Highways  and  Town  and 
Country  Planning  the  work  in  this  respect  has  recently 
materially  increased. 

347  inspections  were  made  during  the  progress  of  build- 
ing operations. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

Your  Council’s  works  at  Timsbury,  Paulton  and  Glutton 
are  working  satisfactorily.  During  the  year  the  Distributors 
at  the  two  latter  works-  received  some  slight  repairs. 

The  various  works  attached  to  the  Council  Houses  are 
well  maintained  and  are  working  in  a satisfactory  way. 

CHOKED  AND  BURST  SEWERS. 

These  have  occurred  and  attention  been  given  to  remedy 
the  trouble  at  Farrington  Gurney,  High  Littleton,  Paulton  and 
Timsbury. 

PETROLEUM  ACT,  1928. 

No  new  licenses  were  granted  during  the  year  for  Petrol 
Filling  Stations,  or  storing  Petroleum,  etc. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  108  licenses  held  under 
this  Act,  being  84  and  24  for  storing  petroleum  and  carbide 
respectively. 

I am,  Tjadies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SHAW, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
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Durham  West  & Sons,  Printers,  Paulton.  Somerset. 


